
Welcome Address 

9:30 am

Samantha Markham, AIA and Annelie Persson Call, AIA
Chairs, AIA Dallas Women in Architecture

Session 1 

11:00 am

Pete DeLisle, PhD., Hon. TxA
Founder and Principal at Educet | Leadership Advisor at AIA Dallas

As a woman, everything from your voice pitch to your heel height and hem length can be scrutinized. So how do you 
strike a balance? Circumstances may change daily, but leaders must understand how to evaluate situations and be 
ready to choose the right approach. Join me as we discuss some of the challenges we face as women trying to strike 
the right balance in our daily lives.

This session will review the many aspects of our careers as architects, and how each helps set the stage for the next. 
As we enter the world of architecture, we have to learn to be RESILIENT when we are challenged because of our 
gender. The session will share specific events in the speaker’s initiation into architecture that helped shape her career. 
As we mature into our careers, we must reinvent ourselves constantly in order to remain RELEVANT. Through the lens 
of the practice of educational architecture, we will share how to provide unmatched expertise and knowledge to clients 
and colleagues, earning recognition for your contributions to the profession and earning you raving fans. The session 
will also focus on how this expertise can see you through the many challenges that may come your way, where you 
have to become UNRELENTING in your love for architecture, your love for your career, and your love for yourself.

Lakewood

Balance:  Live - Work - Play Lakewood
Vandana Nayak, AIA of Perkins + Will

Resilient, Relevant, and Unrelenting Turtle Creek  I

Irene Nigaglioni, AIA of IN2 Architecture

Lunch Break 

11:45 am Lakewood

WiFi Network: CPE Guest         Password: St8Fair!



Panelists: Briar Glenn, AIA | Beth Carroll, AIA | Farheen Charanya, AIA

Session 2 

12:30 pm

The path to success is challenging and very rarely traveled alone. It is important to take time to define your version 
of success (in both work AND life), chart the course to get there, and realize that empowering others is an integral 
part of your own achievement.

If you are anything like me you have always been interested in the truth about how architecture firms start up but felt 
that the subject matter was taboo. Principals often shroud themselves in mystery to make their success appear to 
simply be attributed to their raw talent and charm. A balance that you could never achieve. Nonsense. I believe that 
the architecture profession would benefit from more transparency and, in an effort to demystify the beginnings of an 
architecture firm, this presentation will show my trajectory through the professional world from college to establishing 
my studio, OFFICIAL. I will share how I directed my career from early decisions to founding the firm and how the 
studio continues to develop and evolve both its designs and its business.

Charting your own Path, and Paving the Way for Others Lakewood
Laura Sachtleben, AIA of Stantec

Path of Most Resistance Turtle Creek I
Amy Leveno, AIA of OFFICIAL, LLC

Session 3 

1:30 pm

Have you always wondered what Business Development professionals really do all day long? Are you wanting to 
transition into Business Development? Are you trying to explain the difference of marketing and business development 
to your leadership in your office? Join Andrea and Will Pender to answer all of your questions!

We are powered by the stories we tell. Each of our lives is a collection of events and facts, but these facts are embed-
ded in the story we tell about ourselves. Wendy Heger will share storytelling concepts developed by Betty Sue Flow-
ers, Director of the LBJ Library and UT English Professor specializing in myth and poetry. Wendy will lead participants 
in exercises that show how our future is shaped by our stories. Participants will be empowered to build their personal 
futures by the way they frame their life myths.

Business Development Deconstructed Lakewood
Andrea Pender of RLG Consulting Engineers | Will Pender of Rogers-O’Brien Construction

Using Your Unique Story to Build Your Future Turtle Creek I
Wendy Heger, AIA of Page

Panel Discussion

2:30 pm

Keynote Address

3:15 pm

Gabrielle Bullock, FAIA
Principal | Director of Global Diversity of Perkins + Will

Lakewood

Moderator: Samantha Markham, AIA

Lakewood

Event Concludes

4:30 pm


